
Why Organize?

There is a big power imbalance in 
the relationship between landlords 
and tenants. First of all, they own 
the buildings that we call home, 
and we have to pay them rent every 
month. On top of that, many of us 
rent from big corporate landlords 
who have millions of dollars at their 
disposal. These corporations have 
full-time staff, and can hire lawyers 
and consultants to get whatever 
they want done. We tenants, on 
the other hand, have to deal with 
everyday life: working, going to 
school, and raising children and 
grandchildren. Most of us do this on 
a modest income, and have limited 
time for studying housing markets 
or law books. 

Organizing is how we begin to even 
the odds.

If you build it...
One way to build our strength is 
to create a tenants association, 
committee, or union. No matter what 
we call it, an organized group of 
tenants allows us to build our skills 
in community organizing. 

Talking to our neighbours, holding 
meetings, making decisions and 
taking action together - these 
experiences can be incredibly 
empowering. They can help build 
a sense of community, trust, and 
mutual support. Sounds like a lot 
of work? It is... and not everyone 
is comfortable doing all of these 
things, but the more people who get 
involved, the more manageable the 
work will be. 

Here in Hamilton, tenants across 
the city are getting organized. If you 
are interested in organizing your 
building, or on your block, get in 
touch with the Hamilton Tenants 
Solidarity Network. We are a 
volunteer-led network of tenants and 
our supporters who are committed 
to helping build up a powerful tenant 
movement in this city, in order  to 
defend ourselves from issues of 
displacement, landlord harassment 
and issues ranging from neglected 
repairs to stolen rent deposits.
 
If you’d like more information, 
please get in touch!

hamiltontenantssolidarity@gmail.com
http://hamiltontenantssolidarity.ca

Organizing is not as hard as it might 
sound. It can even be fun. Lots of 
us have organized birthday parties, 
dinners, and all sorts of other types 
of events. And sure, there are some 
obvious differences… but organizing 
with your neighbours is not all that 
different, in the grand scheme of 
things.

Something to be aware of...

Tenants have a legal right to organize, 
under Section 233 of the Residential 
Tenancy Act. Attempts to punish 
tenants for organizing is illegal, and 
past cases brought to the Landlord 
and Tenant Board have resulted in 
strict fines being ordered against 
those who attempted to punish 
tenants for exercising their rights.



STRENGTH
IN NUMBERS
The current rental market benefits 
landlords over tenants - and 
landlords know it. The fear of being 
evicted and having to look for a 
new apartment can make it scary to 
complain about repairs not getting 
done, or other problems that 
landlords are legally responsible 
for. Even though we have rights as 
tenants, sometimes we don’t know 
what they are. And landlords know 
that we often don’t have the time, 
confidence, or resources to take 
them to the Landlord and Tenant 
Board, or small claims court. 

Being a landlord can be a very 
profitable business. The most 
successful landlords are those 
who have gotten very good at 
squeezing the market for all they 
can. 

The Hamilton area has an 
extremely tight rental market 
right now, with some of the lowest 
vacancy rates the city has ever 
seen. Rents are going up all over 
the city, and those landlords that 
haven’t raised their prices can’t 
wait to do so. But to raise rents 
legally, units must be vacant. 
All around Hamilton, landlords 
are using all kinds of tactics 
to pressure existing tenants to 
leave their units, in order to jack 
up the rent. 

Tenants are in a bad position to 
defend ourselves if we act on our 
own. But if we work together, we 
become much stronger. We can 
share information, share tasks, 
and share ideas about how best to 
negotiate with our landlord, and 
exercise our rights. A lone tenant 
who knows his or her rights is 
powerful. But a whole building, 
block, or neighbourhood that 
knows their rights and speaks with 
one voice is way more powerful. 


